Fundamentals of flap and graft wound closure in cutaneous surgery.
Optimal closure of cutaneous defects with flaps and grafts requires an understanding of the dynamics of tissue movement. The best cosmetic outcome is attained when all closure options are considered and the one most suitable for a given defect is chosen. The mnemonic "STARS" provides a convenient way to recall and consider all closure options. The basic principles and some practical considerations of these closure options are reviewed to assist in the understanding of the fundamentals of flap and graft wound closure in cutaneous surgery.